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Frequently Asked Questions About Battle of the Books (BOTB) 

  
What is Battle of the Books? 

  
Elementary Battle of the Books is a voluntary reading competition designed for 3rd, 4th, 

and 5th grade students in USD 259. A sponsor encourages interested students to read 
books from a specified list of 64 books selected by Library Media & Textbook Services. 

Questions based on the books are sent to the sponsor in early December and 
elimination rounds are held at the school using the questions. Students need to be 
familiar with the events, characters, settings, and authors of the books to be able to 

answer the questions. The winning team of 4 students from each school competes with 
other elementary schools in a televised battle on Cox Cable Channel 20 and AT&T U-

verse Channel 99 in mid-January of the current school year. The competition also 
includes an impromptu book talk presented by the team. 
  
Who can sponsor Battle of the Books at my school? 

  
Sponsors can be the library media specialist, a classroom teacher, or other interested 
school staff members. The sponsor directs the program at the school and enlists other 

staff members to assist. 
  
What does sponsoring involve? 

  

Sponsors meet with the students, distribute the booklist, explain the rules, monitor 
progress, and provide other appropriate support. Videos of previous battles are 

available for the sponsor to show to their participants. Sponsors also organize the 
preliminary match held at the school. 
 
Is Battle of the Books mandatory for our students? 

 
BOTB is a voluntary program that can be designed to suit the interests and needs of 
your school. It is a non-graded activity designed to encourage reading in your school.  

Students should never feel they are under pressure to join BOTB. 
 
How do the students get copies of the books on the list? 
 

The book order list is sent to all library media specialists in April or before.  Additional 

book copies are available from the Wichita Public Library. It is the students’ 
responsibility to locate these books as much as possible on their own. Librarians 
participating in Battle of the Books may choose to request additional library funding from 

their principal, if necessary. 
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What if some of our teams are not prepared and haven’t read all their 

books? 

 

Some teams will be more prepared than others. This is OK. The point of BOTB is to get 
students more involved in reading, not necessarily winning the competition.  
 
How does the school organize the preliminary match? 

 
Matches can be designed any number of ways. Some schools have the students 
compete in teams of four.  Others have the students compete individually and the top 4 

students make up the winning team that advances to the district level.  Schools can 
choose to follow the rules for the final matches, create a bracket, and allow a small 

audience to attend. Each team would get ten questions. The sponsor would enlist the 
help of people to read questions, keep time, and keep score. Another easier way is 
simply to arrange a “round robin” competition, reading all the questions, and then 

choosing the students or team with the highest number of points.  Again, a small 
audience could attend. The time and place should be decided by staff.  It can be as 

simple or as elaborate as you want to make it. 
 
 
What can we expect at the final match in January? 
 

The winning team of four students from your school will be scheduled to compete 
against teams from two or three other schools. The schedule will be sent to the sponsor 

around the end of December. The sponsor or other staff member will bring the team to 
the Media Productions studio at the School Service Center in January. The Library 
Media & Textbook Services staff will then take the teams to a preparation area. Adults 

who transported the students will view the match in a separate room. Allow about two 
hours for the competition and book talk. A celebrity media guest always hosts Battle of 

the Books, so pictures and autographs usually follow the competition. There is no single 
“over-all” winner. Winners are selected because they won the competition against the 
two or three other schools. Teams do not return for other matches. 

 
Who is responsible for Battle of the Books? 

 
The Department of Library Media & Textbook Services sponsors Battle of the Books. 

District librarians read the books and write several questions about each. It began in this 
district in 1995. Thirty-four schools participated in the 2014-2015 program. However, 

BOTB has been around for many years in schools around the country and is a widely 
regarded reading motivation program. 
 
How can we join Battle of the Books? 

 
Library Media Specialists or school sponsor should contact Library Media & Textbook 
Services to register their school for Battle of the Books. 

 
 

 


